NWC Semester Overview:  2008

Executive Summary

The overarching and integrated aims of this off-campus program are to reflect on, experience first hand, and contribute to grassroots transformational development strategy in Romania.   It will explore both how faith-based (Eastern Orthodox) and secular paradigms conceptualize and work (or not) for human and environmental well-being.  All classes have the integrated aim of understanding well-being (or shalom--flourising) for creation, exploring mechanisms for achieving this, as well as factors such as corruption that limit human well-being. In this light the practical role of experiential education (praxiology) as a grassroots transformational development strategy and the theoretical considerations such as social capital and civil society development, as well as indigenous knowledge sources (Romanian Orthodoxy) will be explored in light of the post-communist context in Romania. 

The four courses are as follows:

1) Romanian Culture and History

2) Eastern Orthodoxy
3) Sustainable Development
4) Experiential Education:  theory and practice
Each of these classes has been structured for 4 credits, with appropriate “seat time” or other equivalent experiences and activities with robust academic and reflective content.

     

Unique, Value Added Aspects to this Romania off-campus program are:

1) The beauty of the Romanian landscape including mountains, caves, etc., perfect for wilderness excursions.

2) New Horizons state of the art challenge course (built by industry leaders Project Adventure) and mountain cabana for use by the students.

3) Working closely with, contributing to,  and experiencing the inner workings and struggles of an NGO pioneering new approaches to grassroots development.  See the recommendation of Dr. Roland Hoksbergen, founder and chair of Calvin’s International Development program http://www.new-horizons.ro/about_us/recomendations.asp?page=7  
4) Helping grow the service learning movement in Romania and beyond via the celebrated IMPACT service learning model.  (See recommendations http://www.new-horizons.ro/about_us/recomendations.asp?page=5  including Francis Fukuyama and global youth expert Dr. Cathryn Thorup).
5) First hand and in-depth introduction to the West’s somewhat mysterious separated brothers in the Christian faith:  Eastern Orthodoxy.
6) Unique aspects of Romanian culture and history such as the painted monasteries of Moldova (a UNESCO world Heritage monument) and the ancient Roman and Dacian archeological ruins near Lupeni.

7) Ironically, the underdevelopment of the Jiu Valley (over 50% unemployment, apathy) is an important laboratory for development students and practitioners.  Students have a strong sense of making a difference in the communities via service projects and working directly with youth who are struggling to improve their communities via public education campaigns, lobbying etc. . Students will not just talk about positive change, but contribute to it in partnership with Romanian youth.

This is not to mention typical international inclusions such as:
1) Home stays

2) Vigorous academic content supported by the post-Communist learning laboratory
3) Quality guest lecturers

4) Quality interaction with New Horizons staff:  see http://www.new-horizons.ro/about_us/staff.asp 

5) Quality time with Program director and family and weekly debrief.
Key Program Staff:

Dana Bates (PhD candidate and founder and executive director of New Horizons) is pursuing a part time PhD at the Oxford Centre for Missions Studies.  The research question will correlate the theological vision of the Romanian Father Dumitru Staniloae (widely considered to be the greatest Eastern Orthodox theologian of the 20th century) with the Capabilities Approach to sustainable development, pioneered by Nobel economist Amartya Sen. Prior to moving to Romania, Dana attended Gordon Conwell Seminary (M-Div) and taught adventure education at Gordon College for 5 years and was a mountain guide and then Program Director of the LaVida wilderness expeditions. 

Brandi Bates has served as a dormitory director for many years at Gordon College and will be deeply involved with student life and introducing them to Briana Jelsa Bates (see http://www.noi-orizonturi.ro/briana/index.html).  Dana and Brandi have been living in Romania since 1999.

Daniel Heffner and Janelle Vandergrift are key support staff since the inception of this semester-abroad program. Janelle Vandergrift and Daniel Heffner graduated from Calvin College in May 2006 and also got married. Daniel studied Sociology and Urban Studies and has been certified with WEA (Wilderness Education Association). He is from Grand Rapids, Michigan. While at New Horizons he will be assisting with building maintenance, organizing the Northwestern semester, and Viata. Janelle studied Sociology and French. She has experience in service-learning, working with youth and office management. At New Horizons she will be assisting with office management and organizing the Northwestern semester. http://www.new-horizons.ro/about_us/staff.asp?page=3 
Diana Certan is the Program Director of New Horizons Foundation. She graduated in 2002 with a degree in Political Science from Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca and in 2004 she also graduated with an MA in Community Development at the Faculty of Public Administration, Babes-Bolyai University in partnership with Michigan State University. The research areas that she is interested in are: transitional societies, civil society and social capital theory. Diana's main responsibility areas have consisted of coordinating the National IMPACT project implemented in partnership with International Orthodox Christian Charities, the Romanian Orthodox Church and the Ministry of Education and Research, financed by USAID as part of the project entitled: "Strengthening Community Initiatives Regarding HIV/AIDS and Family Violence in Romania". Other responsibilities consist of coordinating the research for VIATA and IMPACT programs and helping with the management of New Horizons Foundation.

Dr. Gabi Badescu is a leading social capital scholar and on the Board of New Horizons.
Dave Nonnemacher is also slated to come and co-lead the Retezat wilderness excursion.



[1] This essay was delivered at a convocation at Wheaton in 1982.  Published in the Reformed Journal, June 1983.

[2] Dana and Brandi Bates are graduates of Gordon College in Wenham MA, which stands in the same tradition of excellence in Christian liberal arts education.

[3] p. 15

[4] P. 17

[5] P. 18




















